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Hist ory 

Grade VI I     

Lesson.  8 Devot ional paths to the Divine 

  

 
 

 

1. Religious biogr aphies ar e called: 

a. Aut obiogr aphy              b. Phot ogr aphy             c. Hier ogr aphy             d. Hagiogr aphy  

2. Suf is wer e __________ myst ics: 

a. Hindu                         b. Muslim                        c. Buddha                    d. None of  t hese  

3. Mir abai became t he disciple of : 

a. Tulsidas                     b. Ravidas                       c. Nar si Meht a            d. Sur das 

4. Sur das was an ar dent  devot ee of : 

a. Vishnu                        b. Kr ishna                       c. Shiva                       d. Dur ga  

5. Baba Gur u Nanak bor n at : 

a. Var anasi                     b. Talwandi                      c. Aj mer                      d. Agr a  

6. Whose songs become popular  in Raj ast han and Guj ar at ? 

a. Sur das                       b. Tulsidas                        c. Gur u Nanak             d. Mir a Bai  

7. Vit t hala is a f or m of : 

a. Shiva                          b. Vishnu                           c. Kr ishna                   d. Ganesha 

8. Scr ipt  int r oduced by Gur u Nanak:  

a. Gur udwar a                  b. Langar                            c. Gur mukhi                d. None of  t hese  

9. The I slam scholar  developed a holy law called: 

a. Shar iat                        b. J annat                            c. Haj                          d. Qayamat   

10. As per  t he I slamic t r adit ion t he day of  j udgement  is known as: 

a. Haj                               b. Mecca                            c. J annat                     d. Qayamat   

11. House of  r est  f or  t r aveller s kept  by a r eligious or der  is: 

a. Fable                           b. Sama                              c. Hospice                  d. Raqas 

12. Tulsidas’s composit ion Ramchar it manas is wr it t en in: 

a. Hindi                            b. Awadhi                           c. Sanskr it                 d. None of  t hese  

 I  Mult iple choice quest ions           
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13. The disciples in Suf i syst em wer e called: 

a. Shishya                         b. Nayanar s                       c. Alvar s                    d. Mur ids  

14. Who r ewr ot e t he Git a in Mar at hi? 

a. Saint  J aneshwar a         b. Chait anya                        c. Vir ashaiva             d. Basavanna 

1. (d) 2. (b) 3. (b) 4. (b)  5. (b) 6. (d) 7. (b)  

8. (c) 9. (a) 10. (d) 11. (c) 12. (b) 13. (d) 14. (a) 

 

 

1. The popular  deit ies wer e 

 a) Shiva  b) Vishnu  c) Dur ga  d) all of  t he above 

2. Nayanar as wer e devot ees of   

 a) Shiva b) Vishnu c) Mot her  goddess d) none of  t hese 

3. Alvar s  wer e devot ees of . 

 a) Shiva  b) Vishnu  c) Mot her  goddess d) none of  t hese 

4. Shankar a belonged t o 

 a) Tamil Nadu  b) Ker ala  c) Kar nat aka  d) none of  t hese 

5. Tukar am was a poet  of  

 a) Hindi  b) Mar at hi  c)  Tamil  d) none of  t hese 

1. d 2. a 3. b 4. b 5. b 

 

 

        

 

1. Nar si Meht a was a  

 a) Mahat asht r ian saint   b) Guj ar at i saint  

 c) Raj ast hani saint    d) Punj abi saint  

 

2. Tulsidas’s Ramchar it manas is wr it t en in. 

 a) Awadhi  b) Sanskr it  c) Punj abi  d) Bhoj apur i 

I I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 

 I I  Mult iple choice quest ions           
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3. The t er m langar  r ef er s t o. 

 a) Common kit chen   b) Common place of  wor ship 

 c) Tuit ion cent r e   d) Healt h cent r e 

4. Har mandar  Sahib is also known as . 

 a) Khalsa Pant h   b) Scar ed place   

c) Golden Temple   d) Gur udwar a 

5. The inst it ut ion of  t he khalsa is associat ed wit h. 

 a) Gur u Gobind Singh   b) Gur u Ar j an 

 c) Gur u Nanak   d) Gur u Tegh Bahadur  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Ramanyana was bor n in t he st at e of  ___________ in I ndia.  

2. Vit t hala is a f or m of  ___________. 

3. Religious biogr aphies ar e called __________. 

4. The Ramachar it amanas is wr it t en in __________ language.  

  5. Allama Pr abhu was t he companion of  __________. 

1.Tamil Nadu  2. Vishnu  3. Hagiogr aphies  4. Awadhi  5. Basavanna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. b 2. a 3. a 4. c 5. a 

I  Fill in the Blanks 
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1. Shankar a was an advocat e of  __________. 

2. Ramanuj a was inf luenced by t he _________. 

3. _________, _________ and ____________ wer e advocat es of  Vir ashivism 

4. _________was an impor t ant  cent r e of  t he Bhakt i t r adit ion in Mahar asht r a. 

5. Sur das was a devot ee of  ______. 

6. Mir abai was a devot ee of  _______pr incess. 

7. Kabir  was br ought  up near  t he cit y of  ______. 

8. Nanak was bor n in _________. 

 

 

 

 

i.   Sakkabai belonged t o t he _________Mahar  cast e. 

ii. The saint s of  Mahar asht r a r ej ect ed t he idea of  _____ and pr ef er r ed t o live wit h t heir  

  f amilies. 

iii. The I slam scholar s developed a holy law called _______. 

iv. The suf i mast er s held t heir  assemblies in t heir  _____ or  hospices. 

v. The songs of  _____ became popular  in t he masses in Raj ast han and Guj ar at . 

i. ‘unt ouchable’ ii.  r enunciat ion iii. Shar iat  iv. Khanqahs v) mir abai 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Advait a 2. Alvar s 3.Basavanna, Allama 

Pr abhu, Akkamahadevi 

4. Pandhar pur  

5. Kr ishna 6. Raj put  7. Benar as 8. Talwandi 

I I  Fill in the Blanks 

I I I  Fill in the Blanks 
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1. c  2. a 3. d 4. e 5. b 6. i 7. h 8. g 9. f  

 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Suf is  a. Sur asar avali 

2. Mur ids  b. Gur mukhi  

3. Shar iat  c. Muslim myst ics  

4. Gur u Nanak  d. Holy law of  Muslim scholar s  

      5. Sur das      e. Disciples in suf i syst em  

1. (a) 2. (b) 3. (c) 4. (d) 5. (e) 

Column A Column B 

1. The Buddha a. namghar  

2. Shankar adeva b. wor ship of  Vishnu 

3. Nizamuddin Auliya c. quest ioned social dif f er ences 

4. Nayanar s d. suf i saint  

5. Alvar s e. wor ship of  Shiva 

6. Yogis f . Hospices 

7. Suf is g. Suf is 

8. Genealogy h. Muslim myst ics 

9. Khanqah i. Renunciat ion 

I  Mat ch the f ollowing  

I I  Mat ch the f ollowing  
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Column A Column B 

i. Khwaj a Muinuddin Chist hi a. Delhi 

ii. Khwaj a Nizamuddin Auliya b. Aj mer  

iii. Baba Far id c. Gulbar ga 

iv. Bandanawaz Gisudar az d. Punj ab 

i. b ii. a iii. d iv. c 

Column A Column B 

i. Zikr  a. Singing 

ii. Raqs b. Met hod 

iii. Sama c. A genealogy of  Suf i t eacher s 

iv. Tar iqa d. Mast er  

v. Silsila e. Dancing 

vi. Pir  f . Chant ing of  a name or  sacr ed 

f or mula 

i. f  ii. e iii. a iv. b v. c vi. d 

I I I  Mat ch the f ollowing  

I V Mat ch the f ollowing  
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1. Tulsidas’s composit ion Ramachar it amanas is wr it t en in Awadhi.  

2. I dea of  Bhakt i was advocat ed in t he Ramayana.  

3. Nayanar s wer e devot ed t o lor d Vishnu.  

4. Gr eat  Suf i saint s of  Cent r al Asia wer e Ghazali, Rumi and Sadi.  

5. Alvar s saint ’s compilat ion of  songs is known as Divya Pr abandham 

 

 

 

 

1. Kabir  r ej ect ed most  of  t he r eligious t r adit ions. 

2. Gur u Ar j an was execut ed by J ahangir . 

3. Shankar adeva was f r om Assam. 

4. Bakht iar  Kaki belonged t o Aj mer . 

5. I slam r ej ect ed monot heism. 

 

 

 

 

 

i)  Bot h Hindus and Muslims became t he f ollower s of  Kabir . 

ii) Shankar adeva of  Assam emphasised devot ion t o Shiva. 

iii. Mir abai led a ver y happy lif e in t he r oyal f amily of  Mewar  

iv. Ther e wer e 63 Nayanar as who belonged t o t he backgr ounds of  dif f er ent  cast es. 

v. Buddha t aught  people t hat  it  was possible t o over come social dif f er ences and br eak t he cycle

  of  r ebir t h t hr ough per sonal ef f or t . 

 

 

 

 

1. Tr ue  2. False  3. False  4. Tr ue  5. Tr ue  

1. Tr ue 2.  Tr ue 3.  Tr ue 4. False 5. False 

i.   Tr ue  ii.  False iii.  False iv.  Tr ue v. Tr ue 

 I  True or False 

 I I  True or False 

 I I I  True or False 
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1.  How did int ense devot ion come in worship? 

I nt ense devot ion came int o wor ship in 8 t h cent ur y and lat er  on due t o t he legacy of  

dif f er ent  kinds of  Bhakt i and Suf i movement s.  

2.  Which castes were considered ‘unt ouchable’?  

Pulaiyar  and t he Panar s cast es wer e consider ed ‘unt ouchable’. 

3.  Name t he set  of  compilat ion of  Alwar’s songs? 

Their  songs wer e complied in t he Divya Pr abandham.  

4.  Who was Shankaracharya and where was he born? 

Shankar achar ya was a philosopher  and he was bor n in Ker ala in t he eight h cent ur y.  

5.  What  did Buddha teach? 

Buddha t aught  t hat  it  was possible t o over come social dif f er ences and br eak t he cycle 

of  r ebir t h t hr ough per sonal ef f or t .  

6. Name some of  t he saint - poet s of  Maharasht ra.  

J aneshwar , Namdev, Eknat h and Tukar am as well as women like Sakkubai.  

7.  Who was Narsi Mehta? What  he said?  

Nar si Meht a was a f amous Guj ar at i saint . He said, “They ar e Vaishnavas who under st and 

t he pain of  ot her s.” 

8.  What  is ‘abhang’? 

I t  is a Mar at hi devot ional hymn.  

9.  Who were ‘Suf is’? 

Suf is wer e Muslim myst ics.  

10.  Name t he great  Suf is of  Cent ral Asia.   

Gr eat  Suf is of  Cent r al Asia wer e Ghazali, Rumi and Sadi.  

11.  What  is the meaning of  ‘zikra’? 

‘Z ikr ’ means chant ing of  a name or  sacr ed f or mula.  

12.  What  are ‘Namghars’? 

They ar e houses of  r ecit at ion and pr ayer , a pr act ice t hat  is cont inued even t oday.  

13.  Where did Suf i mast ers held t heir assemblies? 

The Suf i mast er s held t heir  assemblies in t heir  khanqahs or  hospices.  

 

 Very Short  Answer Quest ions  
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14.  What  are known as ‘dharmsal’? 

Baba Gur u Nanak cr eat ed sacr ed place which was known as dhar msal. I t  is now known as 

Gur udwar a.  

15.  Where did t he composit ion of  Surdas compiled? 

Composit ions of  Sur das ar e compiled in t he Sur sagar a, Sur asar avali and Sahit ya Lahar i.  

16. Ment ion a unique f eature of  the saint s.  

A unique f eat ur e of  most  of  t he saint s is t hat  t heir  wor ks wer e composed in r egional 

languages and could be sung.  

 

 

 

 

1. Writ e a note on the cont ribut ion made by Mirabai. 

Mir abai was a Raj put  pr incess mar r ied int o t he r oyal f amily of  Mewar  in t he sixt eent h 

cent ur y.  

(i) She became a disciple of  Ravidas, a saint  f r om a cast e consider ed ‘unt ouchable’.  

(ii) She was devot ed t o Kr ishna.  

(iii) She composed innumer able bhaj ans expr essing her  int ense devot ion.  

(iv) She composed innumer able bhaj ans expr essing her  int ense devot ion.  

(v) Her  songs also openly challenged t he nor ms of  t he ‘upper ’ cast es.  

(vi) She became popular  wit h t he masses in Raj ast han and Guj ar at .  

2. Enlist  any three t eachings of  I slam.  

I slam pr opagat ed st r ict  monot heism or  submission t o one God: 

(i)  I t  r ej ect ed idol wor ship.  

(ii) Simplif ied t he r it uals of  wor ship int o collect ive pr ayer s.  

(iii) They developed holy law Shar iat .  

3.  How did t he Suf i mast ers perf orm their act ivit ies? 

(i) The Suf i mast er s held t heir  assemblies in t heir  khanqahs or  hospices.  

(ii) They discussed spir it ual mat t er s.  

(iii) Devot ees of  all gr oups including member s of  t he r oyalt y and nobilit y, and or dinar y 

people f locked t o t hese khanqahs.  

Short  Answer Quest ions  
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(iv) They sought  t he blessings of  t he saint s in solving t heir  wor ldly pr oblems.  

They also simply at t ended t he music and dance sessions.  

4.  How do people know about  the t eachings of  Guru Nanak? 

His (Gur u Nanak’s) t eachings wer e compiled by Gur u Angad wit h cer t ain addit ions. The 

wr it ings of  Gur u Angad and his t hr ee successor s, wer e compiled by Gur u Ar j an. I t  is 

known as Gur u Gr ant h Sahib.  

(i) We know his t eachings as nam-j apna, kir t -kar na and vand-chhakna which 

under lines t he impor t ance of  r ight  belief  and wor ship, honest  living and helping 

ot her s.  

(ii) His idea of  equalit y had social and polit ical implicat ions.  

5.  How were bonds bet ween Bhakt i t radit ions and t emple worship st rengt hened?  

(i) Bet ween t he t ent h and t welf t h cent ur ies t he Chola and  Pandya kings built  big 

t emples ar ound many of  t he shr ines.    

(ii) These shr ines wer e visit ed by t he saint -poet s.  

(iii) They st r engt hened t he links bet ween t he Bhakt i t r adit ion and t emple wor ship.  

(iv) Temples wer e dedicat ed t o r espect ive gods showing t heir  devot ion t o t heir  deit y.  

6.  Writ e a short  not e on Kabir.   

Kabir  lived in about  15t h-16 t h cent ur y. Br ought  up in a J ulaha (weaver ) f amily, he lived 

near  t he cit y of  Benar es. His collect ion of  ver ses known as sakhis and pads ar e sung by 

wander ing bhaj an singer s. Some of  t hese ar e par t  of  Gr ant h Sahib, Panch Vani and Bij ak. 

 

 

 

1.  Write a brief  not e on new religious development s in Nort h I ndia.  

(i) Dur ing t he t hir t eent h cent ur y a new wave of  t he bhakt i movement  began in Nor t h 

I ndia. This was an age when I slam, Br ahmanical Hinduism, Suf ism, var ious st r ands 

of  bhakt i, and t he Nat hpant hs, Siddhas and Yogis inf luenced one anot her . 

Or dinar y people like cr af t sper sons, peasant s, t r ader s and labour er s spr ead t heir  

ideas.  

(ii) Kabir  and Baba Gur u Nanak r ej ect ed all or t hodox r eligions. Ot her  like Tulsidas 

and Sur das accept ed exist ing belief s and pr act ices but  want ed t o make t hese 

Long Answer Quest ions  
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accessible t o all. Tulsidas conceived God in t he f or m of  Rama. His unique cr eat ion 

Ramachar it manas, wr it t en in Awadhi is an example.  

(iii) Sur das was an ar dent  devot ee of  Kr ishna. His composit ions, compiled in t he 

Sur sagar a, Sur asar avali and Sahit ya Lahar i, expr ess his devot ion.  

(iv) Saint s like DaduDayal, Ravidas and Mir abai ar e wor t h ment ioning her e. Mir abai 

was a Raj put  pr incess who mar r ied int o t he r oyal f amily of  Mewar  in t he sixt eent h 

cent ur y. She became a disciple of  Ravidas, a saint  f r om a cast e consider ed 

disciple of  Ravidas, a saint  f r om a cast e consider ed “unt ouchable”. She was 

devot ed t o Kr ishna and composed innumer able bhaj ans expr essing her  int ense 

devot ion.  

(v) A unique f eat ur e of  most  of  t he saint s is t hat  t heir  wor ks wer e composed in 

r egional language and could be sung.  

2.  Describe the works of  Baba Guru Nanak.  

Gur u Nanak and (1469-1539) bor n at  Talwandi (Nankana Sahib in Pakist an). He t r avelled 

widely bef or e est ablishing a cent r e at  Kar t ar pur  (Der a Baba Nanak on t he r iver  Ravi). A 

r egular  wor ship t hat  consist ed of  t he singing of  his own hymns was est ablished t her e f or  

his f ollower s.  

I r r espect ive of  t heir  pr evious cr eed, cast e or  gender , his f ollower s at e t oget her  in t he 

common kit chen (langar ). The holy space t hus cr eat ed by Gur u Nanak was known as 

dhar msal. I t  is now known as Gur udwar a.  

Bef or e his deat h in 1539, Gur u Nanak appoint ed one of  his f ollower s as his successor . 

His name was Lehna but  lat er  he came t o be known as Gur u Angad, r epr esent ing t hat  he 

was a par t  of  Gur u Nanak himself .  

Gur u Angad compiled t he composit ions of  Gur u Nanak, t o which he added his own new 

scr ipt  known as Gur mukhi.  

The t hr ee successor s of  Gur u Angad also wr ot e under  t he name of  “Nanak” and all of  

t heir  composit ions wer e compiled by Gur u Ar j an in 1604. I n 1706 t his compilat ion was 

aut hent icat ed by his son and successor , Gur u Gobind Singh. I t  is now known as Gur u 

Gr ant h Sahib, t he holy scr ipt ur e of  t he Sikhs.  

 

 


